Year 7 reading list

A WRINKLE IN TIME is a classic sci-fi adventure for children by
bestselling US author, Madeleine L'Engle and is now major new motion
picture from Disney films.
When Charles Wallace Murry goes searching through a 'wrinkle in
time' for his lost father, he finds himself on an evil planet where all life
is enslaved by a huge pulsating brain known as 'It'. How Charles, his
sister Meg and friend Calvin find and free his father makes this a very
special and exciting mixture of fantasy and science fiction, which all the
way through is dominated by the funny and mysterious trio of guardian
angels known as Mrs Whatsit, Mrs Who and Mrs Which.

The Dark is Rising
'This night will be bad, and tomorrow will be beyond imagining’
It’s Christmas-time in the Stanton family house: presents, carol
singing, good cheer. But for eleven-year-old Will Stanton
something sinister has begun, inching round his subconscious,
shouting silent warnings he can’t decipher. Then on Midwinter Day
Will wakes up to a different world – silent, covered in snow and
ancient forest, a world of another time. A world where evil lurks.
Because Will is not the ordinary boy he always thought he was. He
is the last of the Old Ones and the power to vanquish the evil
magic of the Dark lies within him.

Northern Lights introduces Lyra, an orphan, who lives in a parallel universe
in which science, theology and magic are entwined. Lyra's search for a
kidnapped friend uncovers a sinister plot involving stolen children and turns
into a quest to understand a mysterious phenomenon called Dust. In The
Subtle Knife she is joined on her journey by Will, a boy who possesses a
knife that can cut windows between worlds. As Lyra learns the truth about
her parents and her prophesied destiny, the two young people are caught
up in a war against celestial powers that ranges across many worlds and
leads to a thrilling conclusion in The Amber Spyglass.

Year 8 reading list

Welcome to Nowhere is a powerful and beautifully written story
about the life of one family caught up in civil war by the awardwinning author Elizabeth Laird, shortlisted for the Scottish Teen
Book Award and the UKLA Book Award.
Twelve-year-old Omar and his brothers and sisters were born and
raised in the beautiful and bustling city of Bosra, Syria. Omar
doesn't care about politics - all he wants is to grow up to become
a successful businessman who will take the world by storm. But
when his clever older brother, Musa, gets mixed up with some
young political activists, everything changes . . .
Before long, bombs are falling, people are dying, and Omar and
his family have no choice but to flee their home with only what
they can carry. Yet no matter how far they run, the shadow of war
follows them - until they have no other choice than to attempt the
dangerous journey to escape their homeland altogether. But
where do you go when you can't go home?

Chinese Cinderella is an autobiography for children based on the
bestselling Falling Leaves by AdelineYen Mah.
Jung-ling's family considers her bad luck because her mother died
giving birth to her. They discriminate against her and make her feel
unwanted yet she yearns and continuously strives for her parents'
love. Her stepmother is vindictive and cruel and her father dismissive.
Jung-ling grows up to be an academic child, with a natural ability for
writing. Only her aunt and grandfather offer her any love and
kindness. The story is of survival in the light of the mental and
physical cruelty of her stepmother and the disloyalty of her siblings.
Jung-ling blossoms in spite of everything and the story ends as her
father agrees to let her study in England.

One of the best-loved adventure stories ever written, Treasure
Island's timeless tale of pirates, lost treasure maps, mutiny and
derring-do has appealed to generations of readers ever since Robert
Louis Stevenson penned it in 1881 with the claim: "If this don't fetch
the kids, why, they have gone rotten since my day." But more than
just a children's classic, the novel is considered to be one of the
greatest feats of storytelling in the English language, with characters
such as the unforgettable Long John Silver becoming part of the
cultural consciousness. Treasure Island is a coming-of-age story that
will captivate both adults and children for as long as stories are told.

